
 

 

 

  



2 

 

 

Introduction 

This report is the first in a series of annual monitoring reports designed to measure progress towards making 

the vision in the Hackney Transport Strategy become a reality and making sure that we are measuring to what 

extent our projects and interventions are truly effective. 

Hackney Transport Strategy Vision Statement 

By 2025, Hackney’s transport system will become a model for sustainable urban living in London. It will be fair, 

safe, accessible, equitable, sustainable and responsive to the needs of its residents, visitors and businesses, 

facilitating the highest quality of life standards for a borough in the capital and leading London in its approach to 

tackling its urban transport challenges of the 21st century. 

This report highlights how Hackney’s transport policies are performing to make improvements in transport 

accessibility, environment, air quality, active travel and road safety. It also includes information on some the 

underlying projects designed to deliver progress.  

The targets associated with these indicators originate in the Hackney Transport Strategy (2015), the borough’s 

(transport) Local Implementation Plan (2019-22) and the Mayor of Hackney’s Manifesto Commitments.  This 

report brings together Hackney-specific outcomes from a number of other agencies such as Transport for 

London (Travel in London reports, London Travel Demand Survey, traffic casualty statistics, iBus), Department 

for Transport (Traffic counts, vehicle ownership statistics), Greater London Assembly and census statistics,  

The targets are a mixture of short and medium-term targets for 2020 and 2025, and long term targets for 2041. 

The graphics featured in this report represent a selection of the 28 indicators which form part of these two 

strategies. A list of the indicators not featured in this report along with current performance the date of the next 

update can be found in Appendix A. In future, each report will explore a slightly different selection of indicators 

depending on current topics of interest and when new data becomes available. 
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Road traffic 

 

There has been a long-term trend of reducing road traffic levels in Hackney, which by 2013 had declined 19% 

from the peak in 2002. From 2014 to 2016, the decline appeared to be levelling off with traffic levels even 

increasing slightly. Hackney has now set a long-term target to continue to reduce traffic further with a 20% 

reduction (from 2017) target for 2041. 

 
 

 

The ‘Through Traffic in Hackney study, which used GPS vehicle data, defined ‘through traffic’ as traffic arising from trips which began outside the borough 

and passed through the borough before ending outside the borough. ‘Cross-borough traffic’ was defined as trips which had one trip origin or destination inside 

the borough and the other outside the borough. ‘Internal traffic’ was defined as traffic arising from trips which both began and ended inside the borough. The 

study excluded traffic which passed through the borough but did not leave the A12. 
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Sustainable transport mode share 

 

The proportion of sustainable transport trips is defined as the proportion of trips by walking, cycling or public 

transport taken by Hackney residents. The Mayor of London’s Transport Strategy sets ambitious target of 

raising the proportion of such trips taken by Londoners as a whole to 80% by 2041. Hackney has been excess 

of that target for a number of years and now has a Local Implementation Plan target for 91% of trips to be 

sustainable by that date. 

Cycle mode share 

 

While Hackney’s cycle commute rate reached an impressive 15.4% in 2011, the proportion of all trips by cycling, 

which is updated on an annual basis by the London Travel Demand Survey (LTDS), has always been much 

lower than this. After four successive years of falls in this measure the cycling mode share recovered to 6.7% in 

2018, but meeting the Hackney Transport Strategy’s 15% by 2025 target will be challenging. 
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Encouraging cycling uptake 

 

Cycling uptake in the borough is also being supported through infrastructure, training and promotional 

measures. These include: 

 The installation of secure on-street cycle hangars  

 Installing permeability filters to stop rat-running of traffic in residential areas (110 installed so far) 

 Cycle routes (Quietways 2, 13, 6 and 11; Cycle Superhighway 1, Wick Road cycle route and Greenways 

in parks) 

 Cycle training  (over 45,000 people trained since 2010) 
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Ten years of training 

More than 45,000 people have received cycle training in Hackney since 2010 with a record number being trained in 2018/19. This 

includes training given to primary and secondary schools; adult cycle training and all-ability (Special Educational Needs/disabled) 

cycle training. The borough also funds cycle training delivered as part of the Safe Urban Driving programme where drivers of freight 

vehicles (a major source of road danger for cyclists) receive cycle training to give them an insight into a cyclist’s experience of 

using the road. 

 

 

 
  

View of one of Wick Road’s new segregated cycle tracks, installed as part of changes that reintroduced two-way traffic to the road. 

The changes are aimed at improving cycle permeability and access to the Olympic Park. 
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Walk mode share 

  
The latest data from the London Travel Demand Survey (LTDS) shows that Hackney is London’s leading walking borough with a 

mode share of 44.2%, ahead of Camden and Islington (41.5% and 41.4% respectively). While the historic trend shows a degree of 

fluctuation in this measure, Hackney appears on course to maintain (or possibly exceed) its transport strategy target of maintaining 

a 40% walk mode share. 
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Active travel 
 

 
 

Despite high levels of walking and cycling trips, the percentage of residents doing at least two periods of active travel of 10 minutes 

each day (walking and cycling) is still only 33% and is lower compared to a dozen or so other London boroughs (Camden and 

Islington, for instance have active travel rates of 45% and 44% respectively).  
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Road danger reduction 

 

 
 

 

In line with the Mayor’s Transport Strategy, Hackney has set itself a ‘Vision Zero’ goal of reducing the number of people killed or 

seriously injured - KSI - on roads in the borough to zero by 2041. The task appears more difficult since the introduction of a new 

case overview preparation application (COPA) reporting methodology in 2016 which had the effect of reassessing a significant 

number of casualties previously regarded as ‘slight’ and reclassifying them as ‘serious’. The new methodology has since been 

applied retrospectively to data going all the way back to 2005. The figures show that progress made in reducing KSIs up until 2014 

has been reversed although the figures are still considerably lower than those seen ten years ago. For comparison the old 

methodology figures are also shown on the graph above up until 2014.  

Separately, the figures for all road traffic collision casualties (not affected by the change in methodology) have been disappointing 

in recent years in the context of the 2020 Hackney Transport Strategy target although the 2018 figure looks more promising. 
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Vision Zero 

 
Improving road safety and reducing road danger to achieve Vision Zero involves a combination of engineering measures to make 

the road network safer and road safety behaviour programmes aimed at vulnerable road users. Interventions in the borough include 

 

● School Streets - timed road closures banning cars around schools at school opening and closing times. As well as the aim of 

improving road safety there are air quality and congestion benefits.  Seven in operation in 2019 including: 

o St John the Baptist Primary School 

o Gayhurst Primary School 

o Millfields Community School 

o Tyssen Primary School 

o London Fields Primary School 

o Audrey Street 

o Detmold Road 

 

● Junior Road Safety Officers scheme 

● Safer crossings campaigns including ‘Respect the Zebra and ‘Stop Means Stop’ 

● Child car seat awareness promotions. 

● New and upgraded pedestrian crossings 

● Junction treatments to improvement cycle safety 

 

 

 

 

  
St John the Baptist Primary School Launch event Rainbow crossing on East Road near the junction 

with City Road 

  
 Engagement work is focussed on making road 

crossings safer 
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Car ownership and ultra-low emission 

vehicles (ULEVs)  

 

Hackney has one of the lowest levels of car ownership in the country, with only 34% of Hackney’s households owning motor 

vehicles according to the 2011 census. This proportion is reflected in the absolute number of motor vehicles registered in the 

borough which by 2011 had fallen 13.5% from the peak in 2005. Since then, perhaps reflecting population growth, the absolute 

number of cars increased 6% from the low point. The borough has now set itself a long-term target of reducing the number of cars 

in the borough by 24% from current levels by 2041. An increasing proportion of these vehicles will be Ultra Low Emission Vehicles 

(ULEV) but these are still very low in number and there is still a long way to go in encouraging ULEV ownership. 
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There are plans to more than double the number of public electric vehicle charging points1 in Hackney 

in the coming financial year from the 116 installed on street to 298 by the end of the financial year 

2020/21.  The bulk of the new installations will be lamp column mounted charging points where the user 

provides their own smart charging cable and are relatively inexpensive compared to more traditional 

electric vehicle charging posts. The goal that 80% of residents should be within 500 metres of a charging 

installation by 2022 is now well on its way to being met. We are also currently exploring a more ambitious 

programme beyond this target perhaps installing up to two charging installations on every street. 

 

 
  

                                            
1 A ‘charge point’ refers to the number of vehicles which can be charged simultaneously, in some cases there is one unit, but two vehicles can charge so 

there are two charge points. 
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Other Streetscene indicators 
 

 
 

  



15 

 

 
 

 

  



16 

 

 
 

 

  



17 

 

 
 


